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A D V 6 a T I S E M E N T ' 



P U B L I C 



JT is mm above half a Century^ 
fince the French have been pub' 
lifiing a ColkBion of the Letters 
of their MiJJtonaries ; from all the 
mojl diflant Parts of the World. This 
ColleBion is already grown very vo- 
luminous^ 



•is 



luminottt* 7^^m«ft/r Pere duHalde 
^as the P erf on who bad the chief Hand 
in making and puhlifhing it. There 
were but Edgbt Volumes that had iUn 
feared before he undertook the Care 
oj ity which was in the Tear 1 7 1 1 ; 
and he carried it on, in Eighteen 
more^ to the Tear 1 743 ; when the 
Death of that Father y andfome other 
Incidents^ occafiond an Interruption 
of the Worky for about Six Tears, It 
was refumdin 1 749, by F. PatouiU^t ; 
who then publiflsd the zjth Fefupte. 
^he following is a Tranjlaiion of the M^\ 
Firft Letter in that Volume t and is 
perhaps at curiws^- as corf one in th9 
whole ColleQion^ 
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CO 




L E T T E R 



FROM 



A Frwch MiiHonary in China, 



Peking i(ov. i, ij^p 

SIR, 

ft 

T.was with tn^ greatelt 
Pleafure that I received 
your Two laft Letters; 
one of the 1 3th of OSi(h 
her^ and the other of the 2d of iVo- 
vembefy 1742. I communicated the 

B very 




2 ^LETTER 

very interefting Account of the Af- 
fairs oi Europe^ which you gave me 
in them, to the reft of our Miffio- 
naries ; who join with me in our 
fincere Thanks. I thank you too 
in particular foi; the . Box full of 
WcMrks in Siraw, and flowers, which 
came very fafe to me : but I beg of 
you not to put yoiirfelf to any fuch 
Expence fpr the future ; for the Chi- 
nefe very much exceed ^^Europe^ 
ansy in thofe kinds of Works; and 
partkiilafry, in^ their * Artificial 
Flowers '\. 

*Thefe are chiefly made of Feathers*, coTour^d, 
and fbrai'd,, fo cxafStly like real, Flowcis, throne < 
ts often apt to forget one's felf, andTmell to thenii* 
The faiUous. SipKfra Vannimqno^ at Rp^iej,. (io 
fnany of whqfe\^'orks in this kind are continually 
brought Home by 61ir (Sentfertieii who travel to 
that City,) 3t firft leam^'d hg-. Art from fome 
which were fent from China^ by the Jefuits 5 as 
a Prefent to the then Pope. * x"* ' • 

t Here is a Pag? or tv^ omitted, as« relating 
©nly to their private Affairs. * 

We 
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from CHINA. % 

We came hither by the Com- 
inand, or rather by the Permifflon 
of the EmpeiDr. Ah Oiiker was 
afUgti'd to condud us ; and they 
made us believe, that he would de- 
fray our Expenccs: but the latter was 
only in Words, for in Efe<St the Ex- 
pence was almoil wholly gut qf our 
own Pockets. Half of the Way we 
came by Water ; and both eat, and 
lodg'd in our Boats; and what feem'd 
odd chough to us, was; that, by the 
Rules of Good-breeding received 
among them, we were not allow'd 
ever to go afliore, or even to look 
out xxf the Windows of ovir Cover'd- 
.boats to oblerve the Face of the 
Country, as we palled alcmg. We 
made the latter Part of our Journey 
in a ibrt of Cage, which they were 

B 2 pleas*d 



4 ^LETTER 

pleas*d to call a Litter. In this too 
we were fhut up, all Day long j and 
at Night, carried into our Inns ; (and 
very wretched Inns they are ! ) and 
thus we got to PeJUn ; with our 
Curiofity quite unfatisfy'd, and with 
feeing but very little more of the 
Country, than if one had been (hut 
up all the while in one's own Cham- 
ber. 

Indeed they fay, that the Coun*- 
try We pafled is but a bad Coun- 
try ; and that, tho' the Journey h 
near 2000 Miles, there is tut little 
to be met with on the Way that 
might deferve much Attention : not 
•even any Monuments,' or Buildings, 
except fome Temples for their Idols; 
and thofe built of Wood, and but 
one Story high ; the chief Valye and 

Beauty 



from CHINA. 5 
Beauty of which feem'd to confift in 
fome bad Paintings, and very in- 
different Varnifh'works. Indeed any 

one that is juft come from feeing the 
Buildings in France and Italy ^ is apt 
to have but litde Tafte, or Atteri^ 
tion, for whatever he may meet 
with in the otherParts of the World.- 

4 

However I muft except out of this 

Rule, the Palace of the Emperor of 

Pekirty and his Pleafiire-houfes ; for 

in them every thing is truly great 

and beautiful, both as to the Deiipi 

and the Execution : and they ftruck 

me the more, becaufe I had never 
(een any thing that bore a,ny manner 

of Rcfemblance totheni, in any Part 

of the World that 1 had been in be- 

fore. 

> 
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,.. I ihould be very glad, if I could 
pjaHe fuch a Oeicripticm of thde, as 
WQuld giv€ you any juft Idea of 
ih^m; but that is almoH: impoflible; 
ijecaufe there is nothing in the 
Whole, which has any Likeness to 
Qtir manneir c^ Building, or our Rules 
of Architedure, The only way to 
eoiaoeive what they are, is to fee 
tiietn: and if I can get any tirhe, I 
sm refolded to draw feme Parts of 
them as exaflly as i can, and fend 
• ^Si^aii ioxo Europe. 

. The Palace is, at'leftft, a»Hgas 
^LHjon ; which City 'lihufe to name 
to you, becauie you are fo well ac- 

* - 

• A handfome City in France \ and the CapK 
tal one, in the Province of Burgundy : hetweea 
Jhree and Four Miles round. 

quainted 



fram china: ^ 

qaaifltcd witli k. Thb Palace cort- 
fifts of a gfeat Naiftber of different 
Fiedeg of Building ; detackM froiA 
mie anodier, but difpofed with a 
great deal of Symmetry irid^ Beauty. 
They are feparated froVnt 6ne ano^ 
thef by vaft Courts, PkntatioQCt» of 
Trees, and Flower-gardens. The 
|M*inc^l Front df all thefe Build- 
ings fhines with Gilding, Varnif^ 
Work, an^ Paintings ; and the Inn 
fide ife fornifli'd and addrn'd wiA 
j^ll the moft teautifiil and valUatfe 
Things that could be got inCbifta^ 
the Indies, and eVen from Europe, 

As for the Pleafure-houfes, they 
are jreally charming. They iland 
in a vaft G>mpafs of Ground. They 
hav« railed Hills, from 20 to 60 
Foot high 5 which form- a -jgrekt 

Number 
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l^umbei" of little Valleys between 
them. The Bottoms of ihefe VaUeyi 
are watered with clear Streams; 
which run on till they join t(^« 
thcF) and form larger Pieces of Wa- 
ter and Laces. They pals theie 
Streams, Lakes, and Rivers, in beaur 
tifitl and magnificent Boats. I have 
(eenone, in particular, 7S Foot lon^ 
and 24 Foot broad; with a very 
handlbnie Houfe raifed upon it In 
each of thefe Valleys, there are Houfes 
about the Banks of the Water ; very 
well diipofed : with their different 
Courts, open and clofe Porticos, Par- 
terres, Gardens, andCafcades: which, 
when view'd all together, have an 
admirable Effedt upon the Eye. 

They go from one of the Valleys 
to another, not by formal flrait 

Walks 
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Walks as in Europe ; but by vari- 
ous Turnings and Windings, adorn'd 
on the Sides with little Pavilions and 
charming Grottos : and each of thefe 
Valleys is diverflfy'd from all the 
reft, both by their manner of laying 
out the Ground, and in theStrudure 
and Diipofition of its Buildings. 

All the Rifings and Hills are 
fprinkled with Trees; and particu- 
larly with Flowering-trees, whicn 
are here very common. The Sides 
of the Canals, or lefler Streams, ar 
not faced, (as they are with us^) w 
fmooth Stone, and in a ftrait Line ; 
but look rude and ruftic, with dif- 
ferent Pieces of Rock, fbme of which 
jut out, and others recede inwards; 
and are placed with fo much Art, 
that you would take it to be the 

C Work 
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10 ^LETTER 

Work of Nature. In fome Parts the 
Water is wide, in others narrow; 
here it ferpentizes, and there fpreads 
away, as if it was really pufh'd off 
by the Hills and Rocks. The Banks 
are fprinkled with Flowers ; which '^ 
rife up even thro' the Hollows in the 
Rock-work, as if they had been 
produced there naturally. They 
have a great Variety of them, for ^ 
^very Seafon of the Y^d,T. J 

Beyond thefe Streams there are al- _ 
ways Walks, or rather Paths, pav'd 1 
vith fmall Stones ; which lead from 
one Valley to another. Thefe Paths 
too are irregular ; and fometimes 
wind along the Banks of the Water, 
and at others run oiit wide from 
them. 
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*- On your Entrance into each Val-* 
ley, you fee its Buildings iDefore 
you. All the Front is a Colonnade, 
with Windows between the Pillars. 
The Wood- work is gilded, painted, 
and varnifli'd. TheRoofs too are co- 
ver*d with varnifh'd Tiles of different 
Colours ; Red, Yellow, Blue, Green, 
and Purple : which by their proper 
\\ Mixtures, and their manner of place* 
ing them, form an agreeable Variety 
of Compartiments andDefigns. Al- 
moft all thefe Buildings are only dne 

Story high; and their Floors are 
raifed from Two to Eight Foot above 
the Ground. You go up to them, 
not by regular Stone Steps, but by a 
rough Sort of Rock-work; form'd 

as if there had been io many St«ps 
[H'oduced there by Nature* 

C a The 
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The Infide of the Apartme^itg an-' 
£wers perfedly to their Magnificence 
without. Befide their being very 
well difpofed, the Furniture and 
Ornaments are very rich, and of an 
exquiute Tafte. In the Courts, and 
PafTages, you fee Vafes of Brafs, Por- 
celain, and Marble^ fiU'd with 
Flowers : and before fotne of thefe 
Houfes, inftead of naked Statues, 
they have feveral of their Hierogly- 
phical Figures of Animals, and Urns 
with Perfiimes burning in them, 
placed upon Pcdeftals of Marble. ♦ 

s ■ • 

Every Valley, as I told you b^ 
fore, has it's Plcafure-houfe : fmall 
indeed, in reipe^ to. the whole In- 
clofnre; but "yet .large enough to be 
capable erf receivitig the ^cateft 

-, Noble- 
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Nobleman in Europe^ with all his 
RetifiuCi Several of thefe Moufes <a,re 
built of Cedaf ; whieh jdiey btring, 
with great Expence, at the Diftance 
of 1 500 Miks from tMs Pla<ie. 'An4 
how how many of thefe Palace^ do 
you think there may' be, in all the 
Valleys of the Inclofute ? There are 
above 200 of them : without rec* 
koning as many &ther Houies for 
the Eunuchs; for thi^ are the Per* 
fons who have the Care «f each Pa^ 
kce, and their HoufeB are alwayi 
juflby them ; generally, ett no marc 
than B'ive or Six Foot Diftance. Thefe 
Houfes of the Eunuchs are very 
plain : 'arid for that R^afon are at 
Ways concealed', either by fome Pro^ 
jcdion of the Walls, or by the Ifttefv 
portion of their artificial Hills.. ; 
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on to iupi^y fevefal larger Pieces of 
Water, aivd Lake?. . 0|ie of thcfe 
Lakes is very near Five Miles round j 
and tbey call it a Meer, or Sea.- This 
IS one. of the pioft beautiful Parts in 

t 

the whole Heafure-ground. On the 
Banks, are feveral Pieces of Building; 
^arated from each other by the 
Bivnkts, and arti^cial Hills abovc^ 
mentioned. 

But what is the moft charm- 
ing Thing of all, is an Ifland or 
Rock in the Middle of this Sea; 
rais'd, in a natural and ruftic Man- 
ner, about Six Foot above the Sur- 

,i^cc of the Water. On this Rock 
there is a little Palace ; which how- 
ever contains an hundred different 
Apartments. It has Four Fronts ; 

' iiid is built with inexpreffible Beauty 

and 
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from CHIN A. 17 

and Tafte ; the Sight of it ftrikes one 
with Admiration. From it you have 
a View of all the Palaces, Scattered at 
proper Diftances round the Shores of 
this Sea; all the Hills, that ter- 
niinate about it; all the Rivulets, 
which tend thither, either to dif* 
charge their Waters into it, or to re- 
ceive them from it ; all the Bridges, 
either at the Mouths or Ends of thefe 
Rivulets ; all the Pavilions, and Tri- 
umphal Arches, that " adorn any of 
thefe Bridges ; and all the Groves, 
that are planted to feparateand fcreen 
the different Palaces, and to prevent 
the Inhabitants of them from being 
overlooked by onq another. 

The Banks of this charming Wa- 
ter are infinitely varied i there are no 
two Parts of it aHke. Here you fee 

D Keys 
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Keys of fmooth Stone ; with Poiti-. 
coes, Walks, and Paths, running 
down to them from the Palaces that 
furround the Lake : there, others of 
Rock- work; that fall into Steps, con- 
trived with the greateft Art that cao 
be conceived : here, natural Ter- 
races widi winding Steps at eachEnd, 
to go up to the Palaces that are built 
upon them ; and above thefe, other 
Terraces, and other Palaces, that 
rife higher and higher, and form a 
fort of Amphitheatre. There again 
a Grove of Flowering-trees prelents 
itfelf to your Eye ; and a little far- 
ther, you fee a Spread of wild Fo- 
reft-'trees, and fuch as grow only on 
the moft barren Mountains : then, 
perhaps, vaft Tinibef-^trees with their 
Under- wood 5 then,. Trees from all? 
foreign Countries; and then, fome 

ail 



from CHINA. 19 

all blooming with Flowers, and 
others all laden With Fruits of dif- 
ferent Kinds. 

There arp alfo on the Banks of 
ihis Lake, a great Number of Net- 
work-houfes, and Payilions; half oa 
the Land, and half running into the 
Lake, fca: all forts of Water-fowk 
as farther on upon the Shore, you 
meet frequendy with Menageries for 
different forts of Creatures} and even 
litde Parks, for the Chacc. But of 
all this fort of Things, the Chinefe 
are moft particularly fond;of a kind 
of Fifh, the greater Part of which are 
of a Colour as brilliant as Gold ; 
others, of a Silver Colour; and others 
of different Shades of Red, Green, 
Blue, Purple, awd Black : and foine, 
of all Sorts of Colours mixt together. 

D 2 There 
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There are feveral Refervoirs for thefe 
Fifh, in all Parts of the Garden ; 
but the moft confiderable of them all 
is at this Lake. It takes up a very 
large Space ; and is all furrounded 
with a Lattice- work of Bra{s-wife : 
in which the Openings are fb very 
fine and fmall, as to prevent the Fifli 
from wandering into the main Waters. 

■ 

To let you fee the Beauty of this 
charming Spot in its greateft Per- 
fedtion, I (hould wifli to have you 
tranfported hither when the Lake is 
all cover*d with Boats; either gilt, or 
varnifti'd : as it is fometimes, for taking 
the Air ; fpmetimes, for Fifliing ; and 
fbmetimes, for * Jufts, and Combats, 

* I have Teen of this Sxt of Jufts upon the Wa- 
ter, in our Parts of the World } and particularly, 
at Lions in France. The Champions ftand, as 
firmly as they are ablej on the Prows of two Boats s 

and 
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and other Diverfions, upon the Wa- 
ter : but above all, on fome fine Night, 
when the Fire-works are play*d off 
there ; at which time they have Illu- 
minations in all the Palaces, all the 
Boats, and almoft on every Tree. The 
Chinefe exceed us extremely in their 
Fire- works : and I have never feen 
any thing of that Kind, either in 
France or Italyy that can bear any 
Comparifon with theirs. 

The Part in which the Emperor 
ufually refides here, with the Em- 

with a Shield in their left Hands, and a blunted 
Spear in their Right, There is an equal Num- 
ber of Rowers in each of the Boats, who drive 
them on with a great deal of Impetuofity. The 
two Combatants charge each other with their 
: Spears : and often both, but almoft always one 
I or other of them, is driven backward on the 
' Shock ; cither down into his Boat, or (which of- 
r ten. happens) into the Water: which latter makes 
one of the principal Parw in this odd fort of Di- 
tverfiooi V 

» 
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prefs, his * favourite Miftrefles, and 
the Eunuchs that attend them, is a 
vaft Collection of Buildings, Courts, 
and Gardens; and looks itfelf like a 
City. 'Tis, at leafl, as big as our 
City j* oi Dole, The greater Part of 
the other Palaces is only ufed for 
his walking ; or to dine or fup in, 
upon Occafion. 

h 

This Palace for the ufiialRefi- 
dence of the Emperor, is juft within 
the grand Gate of the Pleaiucer 
ground. Firft are the Ante-cham- 

* The Original fays ; *4es Koucifeys^ \t%F^s^ 
•• les Pines^ Ics Kouei-ginsy ct les Tcbat^tfays ;•* 
and informs us in a Note, that thefe are fo onany 
different Titles of Honour, for the difFcrcnt 
Clailes of fuch of the Emperor's Miftrefles, ssare 
moil in his Favour. 1 did not think it worth 
while to fet down all diefe hard Names in the 
Text *, and, perhaps, they might as weU harve 
been omitted even here. 

t The fecond City for Size In the Branch 
Comti. 

bers; 
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faers ; then, the Halls for Audience : 
and then, the Courts, and Gardens 
belonging to them. The Whole 
forms an Ifland ; which is entirely 
furrounded by a large and deep Ca- 
nal. *Tis a fort of Seraglio; in the 
different Apartments o£ which you 
foe all the moft beautiful things that 
can be ima^n'd, as to Furniture, 
Ornaments, and Paintings, (I mean, 
of thofe in the Chinefe Tafte ;) the 
moil valuable Sorts of Wood ; vaf^ 
nifti'd Works, of China and Japan ; 
antient Vafes of Porcelain; Silks, 
and Cloth of Gold and Silver. They 
have there brought together, aU. that 
Art arid, good Tafte could add to the 
Riches of Nature. 

, . . . • ' 

From this Palace of the Em.peror 
a Road, which is almoft ftrait, leads 

you 
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you to a little Town in the Midft of 
the whole Inclofure. 'Tis Iquare ; 
and each Side is near a Mile long. 
It has Four Gates, anfwering the 
Four principal Points of the Conj-* 
pafs ; with Towers, Walls, Para- 
pets, and Battlements. It has it's 
Streets, Squares, Temples, Exchan- 
ges, Markets, Shops, Tribunals, Pa- 
laces, and a Port for Veflels. In one 
Word, every thing that is at Pekin 
m Large, is there repretented in Mi- 
niature. 

You wiU certainly afk, for what 
\J(t this City was intended? Is it that 
the Emperor may retreat to it afs a 
Place of Safety, on any Revolt, or 
Revolution ? It might indeed ferve 
well enough for that Purpofe ; and 
poffibly that Thought had a Share in 

the 
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the Mind of the Perfon, who at firft 
defign*d it : but it's principal End 
was to procure the Emperor the 
Pleafure of feeing all the Buftle and 
Hurry of a great City in little, whenT 
ever he might have a Mipd for that 
fort of Diverfion. 



• \ • 



The Emperor*oFCi5/V^^ is tpo ijiiich 
a. Slave to his'Grarideur ever to fliew 
himrelf to his People,; evpn when he 
goes out of bis Palace. 1 He too fets 
nothing of the Town, which he pafles 
thorough.' All th? Doors and Win- 
dows are (hut up. They fpread wide 
Pieces of Cloth every where, that no 
b<5dy may fee him. Several Hours 
before. :he is -to pafs thrpugh any 
Street, the People are forewarned of 
it ; and if any ihould be found there 
whilft he pafles, they, would be 

" E handled 
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haridled very fe\^€fely by his Gttftrds. 
whenever he goes into t^rCoUntiy, 
twt) Bodies of Hot-feudrancc^a good 
Way before hitkfr, on each Side of 
the Road ; hoth for his Seeurky, 
and to" keep -th6 Way dea^'Bdmr all 
other Paffengers. As the EniperOrt 
o(Vhika "find them^Kresicobliged to 
live in this flraoge fort of Solitude, 
they nave always endeavouicd. to '' 
fupply the Lofe of all public Diver- 
iions, (which their high Statba .will 
not fufier them to partake,) by Tome 
other Means or Inventions^ accord- " 
jng to their different Taftfis and 
Fancies. 

''This Town therefore, in ^efe 
Two laft. Rei^Sj, (for, it tvas jijiis 
Emperor's Father who order*d.,it to 
be built,) has been appropriated for 

the 
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thie Eunuchs jto ad in it, at feveral 
times di-tfaeYear, all the Qo^mei;cf, 
Markethiigs, Art^^ Trg^PSb :BuMe, 
and Huiuy, and evjen all theRc^c- 
rie^ . uraal in gre^ Cities, . At ^^ 
^apfiotntied TiiBfis, eairh Eunu^ |^\its 
otiidi^l^d^of.tli/e PfofefSi9» QF-Part 
fli^b i$ aiiig^^ ip him. Pjie is a 
^^pkeeper, ail4.9fiodiar. an ArtifaD^ 
4fai9 kan Offiqefjv.and thiU: a com-* 
fn^ SoWier c on^ Jias a Wjffceel-jb^r- 

*05V'gi!i^cn hiin, to jdriye, about die 
Stretits 5 an<M;bdr, as a PqrtCT, carnies 
a Ba&et on hi&< Shoulders. In a 
vrord) every one lias tjbe^iftinguifh- 
^gcMark dFhi^i Employment. The 
Veflels arrive at the Port: the 
Shops are opened ; and the Goods are 
expdfcd ^ Sdc. /Tlia'c Is one Quat- 
*tef for thofe "V5^h6 fell Silks, and an- 
otfict for- th^ife^'who iell Glodi ; 4me 
for .PbFCekin, and another 

E 2 for 
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for Varnifli-worksi You may be fi^- 
ply'd with whatever you want. This 
Man ielk Furniture of all fofts ; tha^ 
Cloathsand Ornaments for the La- 
dies: and a tliird has all kinds of 
Books, for the Learned and Curious. 
There are Gjffee-houfes too, and 
Taverns, of all Sort^ good and bad : 
befide a Number of People that 
cry different Fruits about vthe Streets, 
atid a great Variety of xcfrefliing Li- 
quors. The Mercers, as you pals 
their Shops, catch you by the- Sleeve ; 
andi prefs you to buy fpme. of their 
Goods. 'Tis. all a Pl^ce o( Liberty 
and Licence ; and you can, ibarice 
diftinguifh the Emperor himfelf, from 
the meaneft • of] : his Subjeds. Every 

body bauls( o^t what he has tg 
fell ; fome quarrel,. qthere fight: an^ 
you have all the Confufion of a Fair. 

abou<. 
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about you. TJif public Officers come 
and arreft the Quarrellers ; carry 
theiti before, the Judges, in the Courts 
for Juftice.;' the Caufe ' is try'd in 
form ; the Offender condemn'd to 
be baftinado'd : and the Sentence is 
put in Execution : and that fo ef- 
fedually, that the Diverfion of the 
Emperor fonietimes cofts, the poor 
Aftor a great deal of real Pain. 



▼I.. 



The Myftery of Thieving is not 
forgot, in this general Reprefenta- 
tion. That noble Employ is affign'd 
to a confiderable Number of the 
clevereft Eunuchs ; who;perf6rm their 
Parts admirably w^ll. If any one of 
them is caught in the Fa<i. he is 
brought to Shame ; and condemn'd, 
(at leaft they go through the Form 
of condemning him,) to be ftigma- 

2 tiz'd, 
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tiz'd, bailinado'd, or bauiiHi'd ; ac- 
cording to the Heinoafnd^ of the 
Crime, and the Nature of the Theft. 
If they fteal cleverly, they have die 
Laugh on their Side ; they are ap- 
plauded, and the Sufferer is without 
Redrels. However, at the End of 
the Fair, every thing of this Kind is 
reftor'd to the prdper Owner. 



* f • ' 



This Fair, (as I told you before,) 
is k^t only for the Entertainment 
of the Eniperor, die Empfefs, and 
his Mi^effes. *Tis very unufuai £i» 
any of th^ Princes, orGfandees, to 
Be admitted to jee it : and when any 
have that Favour, it is not tiil after 
liie Women are all retired to their 
ieveral Apartments. The Goods 
whidi are qcpos'd and (b!d here, be- 
k»)g chiefly to the Merchants of 

Pekin\ 
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PeJun ; who put them into die Hands 
of the Eunuchs, to be fold in rea- 
lity: fo that the Bargains here are 
far from being all pretended onw. 
In particular, the Emperor nimleif 
always buys a great m^ny things Y 
and you may be lure, they ask hihi 
enough for them. Several of the 
Ladies too make their Bargains; ahicL 
fo 4o fome of the £uni;^:hs. All this 
trafficking, if there was nothing of 
fieal xnijct with it, would want a 
^eat dfeal of that Earnefttiefs and 
Life, which now make tJi^Bkiftle the 
nacffeai^iive, andthqDiycrfii?* i^; gives 
the greater, i . 

To this Scene of Commerce, 
fometimes fuccpeds a vay different 
one; that c^ Agriculture. T*'here 
is a Quarter, within the fanie In- 

clofure, 
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clofure, which is fet apart for this 
Purpofe. There . you fee Fields, 
Meadows,. : Farm-houfes, and little 
.fcatter'4. Cottages ; ^vith Oxea, 
Ploughsj and all the Neceflaries for 
Hufbandiy. There they fow Wheat, 
^ce, Puife, and all otheir .forts of 

ft ^ 

; Grain.. They make' their Haryeft; 
and, carry in the Produce of their 
Grounds. In a:Word, they , hare ( 
.imkate every thing that .is done in 
the. Country; and in. eyeiy t^ng 
.exprefs, a rural Simplicity, and all, 
the plain .Manners of a, Country ( 
Life, as nearly as they poflibly can. 

Doubtlefs you have read of tlie 
famous Feaft in China. calFd The 
Fea/i of the Lanthorns. It is always 
celebrated . on the 15th Day of the 
firft Month. There is no Chinefe fo 

poor 
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poor, but that uppn this. Ray h? 
lights up hk Lai^thorn. Tb?y hflv^ 
c^ them of all forts of Eigijre?i Si^, 
artd Prices. Oii thaj: Day, aH Qhim 
is illuminated : but tiie noefi; jmUfiiit- 
nations of all are in the £mp^r(^'s 
Palaces; and particularly in thde 
iPleafure-grcJunds, 'which I lave been 
dfefcfibing to yoij. 'There is not ft 
Chamber, Hall', or Portipo, in tbcm, 
"w4iSch has not feyjcral c^ thefc jLa^r 
thorns iianging from the CMiogf. 
There* are feveral upo4 all the Riyu- 
lets,' Rivers, and Lakes; made in 
'the Shape of little Boats, Vh'kh the 
Waters carry backward arid forward. , 
There are fouie upon all die. Hills 
and Bridget, and ali^oi^iipon all the 
Trffs. Thefe are wrought naighty 
jprpttily, in the Shapes V3F dif^ent 
Fifjid, Birds, andfieafts; Vafes, Fruits, 
Flowers ; and Boats pf different Sorts 

F and 
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and Sizes. Some are ^made of Silk ; 
^^me of Horn, Glais, Mother of Pearl, 
endathoufand other Materials. Some 
of them are painted; others em- 
broidor'd; and of very difierent 
Prices. I have (een ibme of them 
which could never have been made 
for a thouiand Crowns. It would 
he an endlcis thing, to endeavour to 
.^ve you a particular Account of all 
their Forms, Materials, and Orna- 
ments. It is in thefe, and in the 
great Variety which the Chinefe 
{hew in their Buildings, that I ad- 
mire the Pruitfulnefs of their Inven- 
tion ; aiid am almoft tempted to 
own, ,tiiat..we are quite poor and 
-barren in Companion of them. 

Their Eyes are fo accuftom'd to 

their own Architefture, that they 

2. have 
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have very little Taftc for ours. May 
I tell you what they fay when diey 
fpeak of it, or when they are look- 
ing over the Prints of fome ;of our 
moft celebrated Buildings ? The 
Height and Thicknefs of our Palaces 
amazes them. They look upon our 
Streets, as fo many Ways holloaed 
into terrible Mountains; and upon 
our Hbufes, as 6.oeks pointing v^ 
^n the Air, and full, of Holes like 
pens of Bears and other wild Beafts. 
Abov^e all, our different Stories, piled 
up fo high one above another, feem 
, quite intolerable to them : and they 
cannot <;onceive, how we can bear 
to run the Rifk of breaking our 
Necks, & commonly, in going upluch 
a Number of Steps as is neceflary to 
climb, up to the Fourth and Fifth 
Tloors. *^ Undoubtedly, (faid the 

F » *-* Em- 
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* Ktnperor Cdng-fyy wiulft fie wai 

* looking over foine Plans of dur 
^'Eurcpean Houfcs,) this Eiiroph 

* maft tfe i very fma'll. and pitjfiil 

* Coifhtry : fiftce the Inhabitants 

* cannot find Gr6urid enough to 

* ipread dut . their Towns, but are 

* obH^ed to live up thus in the 
' Air."* . As for us, we think other- 

wife; arid haVe Reafbn to dofb. 

However I mull own to you, 
without pretending to decide whiqh 
of the two ought to have the Pre- 
ference, that the Manner of Euild- 
ing in this Country pleales me very 
much. Since my Refidence in 
■China^ my Eyes and Tafte are grown 
a little Chinefe. And, between 
Friends, is not the Duchefi o{ Bour- 
bons Houfe oppofite to^c TuiUerieSy 

extreme- 
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e«Ur«mely>Bi|^y.? Xpt ^t,is qnly of 
one Story, ^d^ a good, deal in the 
CMnefe Manner. Every Country has 
k^^TaffieaddCuftoms. The Beauty 
o£ jQois A^bidiitBfhiie canhot be di^ 
pixtdi c nothkig is -more Grand and 
Majeftifc. i:<$ivitt3o6,.tJiat<JtirHour 
fes are ^^- diipi»'fl.- We foHow the 
Jluks 6f Onifoumty, and Symmetry, 
in all diePaite'of them. There is 
'ndthing in tiiem umnatch'd, or dif- 
^aced : -every ^art anfwers it's Op- 
pofite^ and there's an exa<9: Agree- 

mient in the Whole, , Biit then there 
is this Bycatttetry, thisfeeautiful Or- 

^der- aad X)iipc^tiQn) (too in Qt^na^y 

^and particfiladiy, in the Etnperor^s 

viPakceiatiVJbVr, that I wasfpeajj^iug 

of in the Bfegmnmg- of this Letter. 

The Palaces <^ the Princes and great 

Men j the Cpurts of Juftice, and the 

Houies 
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Houfb of the better fort of People^ 
are generally in the ikmie Taile. 

But in their Pleafure-houfes, they 
tatherchufe * a beautiM Disorder, 
«n4 a wandering a$ far as poffibfe i^ 
from all the Rui^ of Art. Thsy go 
entirely on this. Principle^ ** That 
**, what they are to reprcfent there, 
"is a natural and wild View of th^ 
-V Country; a rural Retirement, .and 
" not a Palace form'd aqcording ^o aU 

* The Author of this Letter feems here to have .' 

form'd his Opifiton, only from the Garden in i 

which he was employed ^ for this is pot univet- 
fally the Cafe in the Pleafure-houfes of the Em- 
^peror of CUna. I have lately feen feme Prints 
of another of his Gardens, j[l|roi^ht from that 
Kingdom, and whicn will very foon be publiflxM 
here,) in which' AeDi^ofieion of the Gtound, 
Water, and Plantations, is indeed oiite irrcgu-* 
lar ; but the Houfes, Bridges, and Fences, arc 
all of a regular Kind. Tbofe Prints v^ill ^ve 
the trueft Idea, we can have, of th^ Cbinefe M^n- 
per of laying out Plcafure-grounds. 

«thc 
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" die Rules of Art." Agrccably"^to 
which,' I hasre not yetobfev'd any 
Two of the little < Palaces/ iin all the 
grand Inclofurej which are^alike, tho' 
^me of them are placed at filch con^ 
fiderable EHftances from one ahodier. 
You would think, diat they .wertf 
form*d upon- the Ideas of lb many 
different fordg^ Countries ; or that 
they were all built at random, and 
made up of Parts not meant for one 
another. When you read this, you 
will be apt to imagine fuch Works 
very ridiculous ; and that they muft 
have a very bad Effed: on the Eye : 
but was you to fee them, you would 
find it quite otherwife ; and would 
adttjtire the Art, with which all this 

'.Irjegw^ity is cftnau<^d. ; AH is ia 
^d.Tafte ; atfd fo managed, that 

it's Beauties a{>pear' gradually, oae 
■ ') after 
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after aaotlkr. Ta enjoy them as 
pne ougEt, you ihould vieMf eirery 
Piece by lidelf; audi you would £cn!d 
enov^ to amuiCb you for a loiig 
while, and to iatif fy aU your Curia- 
nty. '. . ■ ' 



* t J 



Beii4e,. the Palaces dien^felvics 
(thp* I h?iVe c^led them little, ia 
Comp^rilcMi of the Wh<^le,) ^fc vcty 
for fr<»n.fcieing iaconfiderable Thing?. f 
I {aw thorn building on^ in the fame 
Inclofure, ;laft Yeati Jpr one pf |:he 
Prince 'of the BJopd ; which cpft 
him ndar * Two'inindred thoyfeod / 
Pounds: without/ rockopittg auy 



* TJiq.'Pr^nal fays, SalimU p«<vf«:'afld 
add* in a Note, that one d«<»i; is ¥(orm Tjpo 
• tiioufand ^aiU ; and eadi ?«^/ i? worth Seven 
Livrcs and a Half \ fo.i^ Sixty C^ahc^ iMf« 
Four MiUirons and a Half of Livres. ^^kJi .is 
equal to i96,«75 PouDds.%erlihg. 

thing 
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thing for the Furniture and ' Orna- 
ixients of the Iniide ; for they were 
a Prefent to him from the Emperor. 



V> 



I itiuft add one Word more, in 
Telation to the Variety which reigns 
in thefe Pleafure-houfes. It is not 
only to be found in their Situations, 
Views, Dilpofition, Sizes, Heights, 
and all the other general Points ; 
but alfo in their lelTer Parts, that go 
to the compofing of them. Thus, for 
inftance, there is no People in the 
World who can fhew fuch a Variety 
of Shapes and Forms, in their Doors 
and Windows, as the Chinefe. They 
have fome round, oval, fquare, and 
in all Sorts of angled Figures ; fome, 
in the Shape of Fans; others in thofe 
of Flowers, Vafes, Birds, Beafts, and 

G Fiftiesj 
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Fiflics ; in fliort, of all Forms, whe- 
ther regular or irregular. 

It is only here too, I believe, that 
one can fee fuch Portico's, as I am 
going to defcribe to you. They ferve 
to join fuch Parts of the Buil<iing& in 
the fame Palace, as lie pretty wide 
from one another. Thefe are fome- 
times raifed on Columns only, on 
the Side toward • the Houfe j and 
have Openings, of different Shapes, 
thorough the Walls on the other 
Side: and fbmetimes have only 
Columns on both Sides; as in all fuch 
as lead from any of the Palaces, to 
their open Pavilions for taking the 
freflb Air. But what is lb fingular in 
thefe Portico's or Colonnades ^ that 
they feldom run on. in ftrait Lines ; 
but make an hundred Turns and 

* 2 Wind- 
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WwidHigB: fometimes by the Side 
of a Grove, ' at dtha:^ behind - a Rock, 
and at others again along the Banks 
of their Rivers or Lakes. Nothing 
can be conceiv'd more delightful : 
they have fiieh a rural Air, as is quite 
ravifhing and inehanting* 

• You will certainly conclude from 
all I have told you, that this Plea- 
fore-place rauft have coft immeiife 
Sums of Money; and indeed there is 
nb Prince, but fuch an one as is Mafter 
of fo vaft a StatJB as the Emperor of 
China is, who could either aiFord (b 
prodigious an Expence, .or.accom- 
pUfh fuch a Nuiober of great Works 
in fo little time : ^or all this ivas doae 
itt the Compais of Twenty Years. 
It was the Father of the prefent Em- 
peror who began it ; and his Son now . 

G 2 only 
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only adds Conveniences and Orna-n 

ments to it, here and thjete, 

But there is nothing fo furprifing^ 
or incredible, in this : for befides, 
that the Buildings are moft com- 
monly but of one Story, theyem-r 
ploy fuch prodigious Numbers of 
Workmen, that every thing is car- 
ried on very faft. Above half the 
Difficulty is over, when they have 
got their Materials upon the Spot. 
They fall immediately to difpofmg 
them in Order ; and in a few Months 
the Work is fihi{h*d. They look air 
moft like thofe fabulous Palaces, 
which are faid to be railed by In- 
chantmerit, all at once, in fome 
beautiful Valleyi or on the Brow, of 
fome Hill. . 

4 

This 
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This whole Inclollire is called, 
Y'ven-ming Tven, The Garden, of 
Gardens ; or The Garden, by way 
of Eminence. It is not the only one 
that belongs to the Emperor ; he 
has Three others, of. the fame Kind: 
but none of them fo lai^^ or la 
beautiful, as this. In one of thefe" 
lives the Emprefs his Mother, and all 
her Court. It was built by the pre- 
fent Emperor's Grandfather *, Gang- 
ly \ and is called Tchamg tchunyven^ 
or The Garden of perpetual Spring, 
The Pleifure-places of the Princes 
and 'Grandees are in Little, what 
thofe of the Emperor are in Great. 

* Cang-hy began his Reign in 1 660 ; his Son^" 
Tongtcbing^ fucceeded him in 1722; and his 
(Grandfon, Ki en-long^ in 1735. 

Perhaps 
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'Pferhaps you wiH af^'me, ** Why 
" all this Long Defcriptioh ? Should' 
** not I rather have drawn fhm of 
*^ this magnificent Hace, and fent 
" them to you?": To have done that, 
would have taken me up at leaft 
Three Yfsan ; without touching up- 
on ^y thifi^ elfe: whereas I have 
not 'a Moment to' i{)are ; and am 
forced to borrow the Time in which 
I noVv' wirite to you, from my Hours 
of Reft. To which you may add, 
that " for fuch a Work^ it would be 
neceffary for me to have full Liberty 
c£ going i*iCb any: ftirt of the Xj^Tt 
dens whenever I pksas'd,. and to ftay 
there as long as I pleas'd : which is 
cfuite i'nipraftlQ^ble here, 'Tis very 
fortunate for me, .tisiatlmd got the 
little Knowlege of Painting that I 

have : 
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have: for without this, I {hould have 
beeQ in the iame Caie with feyeral 
€>ther lBMrop6<mi.y who have been here 
between Twenty and Thirty Ye^rs, 
without being aWf ever to fet their 
Feet on any Spot of this deHghtful 
Cround. 

There is but one Man here ; and 
that is the JEmperor. All Pleafiircs 
are made, for ,him alone. This 
charnjing Place is fcarce ever feen by 
any body but himfelf, his Wooiei?, 
and his Eunuchs. The Princes, 9Ad 
other chief Men of the Country, arC'^ 
rarely admitted any farther than the 
Audience -Chambers. Of all the 
' Europeans that are here, none ever 
enter'd this Inclofiire^ except the 
Clock-makers and Painters ; whofe 
Employments make it necei&ry that 

• they 
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'Perhaps you wiH afl: me, '' Why 
" all this long Defcriptioh ? ^otild' 
*' not I rather have drawn Plans of 
** tins magnificent Haoe, and fent 
*' them to you ?** : To have done that, 
would have taken me up at leaft 
Three Years ; without touching up- 
CHl iny thing clfe: whereas I have 
not 'a Moment to' {J)are; and am ^ 
forced to borrow the Time in which 
I noVv^ vylrite to you, from my Hours 
of Reft. To which you may add, 
that' ^r fuch a "Work, it would be j 
neceffary for me to have full Liberty 
of goir^ into any Part of the Xrar* 
dens whenever I pleas' d, and to ftay 
there as long as I pleas'd : which is 
c^itie i-mpraaiqable here, 'Tis very 
fortunate for me, .that l4ad got the 
little Knowlege of Painting that I 

have : 



Jrm CHINA. 47 

have: for without this, Ifhould have 
beeii in the fame Cafe with feyeral 
other Eurap$4fmy whphave been here 
between Twenty and Thirty Years, 
without being aU^ ever to ^t their 
Feet on any Spot of this deHghtful 
Oround. 

There is but one Man here ; and 
that is the Emperor, All Pleafurcs 
are made for him alone. This 
charming Plaqe is fcarce ever feen by 
any body but himfelf, his Womei?, 
and his Eunuchs. The Princes, gipd 
other chief Men of the Country, arC"" 
rarely admitted any farther than the 
Audience -Chambers. Of all the 
Europeans that are here, none ever 
entered this Inclolure» except the 
Clock-makers and Painters ; wh(^e 
Employments make it neceilary that 

. they 
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Jbe.j^ry gla^ I'tf it ivaa/io liiy Powft 
^^£i apy thiBg^fiore cbrifiderable^.tb 
ilj^ you: jjii^ . perfeft^Jgfteesi I ha^e 
/or you» • I.-^^U alwa^$ remember 

yon, in my ..'Prayers; iud beg y<>a 
.woiiiM Ibm^^m^ - rememtkr; me oa 

y<)l^^ :.;...:• - . . • 
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With the greatefi RegaYdy 
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Your, moji obedient ^ 
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'Perhaps you will 'af^:knc, **"Why 
" all this long Defcriptioh ? Shaald- 
** not I rather have drawn Plans of 
** this magnificent Hace, and lent 
*' them to you ?" : To have done that, 
would have taken me up at leaft 
Three Yt^m ; without touching up- 
on iny thing elfe: whereas I have 
not 'a Moment to' Ifjare ; and am ^ 
forced to b6rr6w the Time in which 
I noVv^ vytite to you, from my Hours 
of Reft. To which you may add, 
that' ^r fuch a "Work) it would be } 
neceffary for me to have full Liberty 
df going into anyPart of the XJir* 
dens whenever I pleas'd, and to ftay 
there as long as I pleas'd : which is 
ipite i'niprailiQ^ble here, 'Tis very 
fortunate for me, .that I ^d got the 
litde Knowlege of Painting that I 

have : 
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have: for without this, I fhould have 
be€Q in the &me Cafe with feyeral 
other J^rop^m, who have been here 
between Twenty and Thirty Years, 
without being aWf ^ver to fet their 
Feet on any Spot of this deHghtfui 
Ground. 

There is but one Man here ; and 
that is the Emperor. All Pleaflircs 
are made for him alone. This 
charnung Plage is fcarce ever feen by 
any body but himfelf, his Womei?, 
and his JEunuchs. The Princesy,9nd 
other chief Men of the Country, are" 
rarely admitted any farther than the 
Audience -Chambers. Of all the 
Europeans that are here, none ever 
enter'd this Inclolure» except the 
Clock-makers and Painters ; wh(^e 
Employments make it neceflary that 

they 



